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NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS
HAVE CAUGHT THE STATES
BY SURPRISE

MISSOULA, Mont.-"The development of nuclear power plants have caught state governments by surprise
and nobody knows what the effect of the atomic power producing facilities will be."
Dr. Richard H. Slavin, director of the Washington State Planning and Community
Affairs Agency, said Wednesday that state governments haven't been doing their homework
and aren't sure how to handle requests for nuclear power developments.
The guest speaker in the sixth of the ten week University of Montana hydrology
lecture series sponsored by the School of Forestry, said state planners regarded atomic
power plants as a development of the 1980's and 1990's and consequently are not prepared
to cope with the problems of where to locate them or how to regulate their activities.
Dr. Slavin said

the states must designate specific areas of nuclear facilities and

with the urgent need for power in the Pacific Northwest, they must act fast in their planning.
He said planning in Washington and generally on the state level is in a period of
revolution.

State, local and federal governments are currently jointly involved in the

planning process.
Local involvement is the key to the success, Dr. Slavin said, because if the people
know what is planned and are aware of the costs in dollars as well as the social benefits,
they will get involved in policy planning.
Dr. Slavin concluded, "If we are going to plan for nuclear facilities we must have
involvement by local, state and federal governments in a cooperative effort; for only
through involvement at all three levels can efficient and satisfactory goals be achieved
for nuclear power regulation."
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